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INTERNATIONAL TAXATION AT THE HEART OF THE 
EXECUTIVE EDUCATION PROGRAMME OFFERED BY ESSF
(Ecole Supérieure des Sciences Fiscales), part of ICHEC Formation Continue)

An international degree�: launched in 1991, the Executive Master in 
European Taxation celebrates its 25th anniversary

In 1990 the University of Burgundy (Dijon) and ICHEC decided to 
unite their skills to offer a very elaborate training for European tax 
experts and deliver a common diploma.

All courses of the program are given in parallel in each institution, 
some of them, particularly those related to European taxation, being 
taught by the same teachers on both campuses. The program 
counts 60 credits (Ects) and consists of both practical classes and 
applied research. 

In addition, ESSF offers its students the opportunity to attend 
certain classes and make researches in partner universities. 

International Partnership�: ESSF will host a summer school 
dedicated to VAT, initiated by UCL and the universities of Munster, 
Lund, Leeds, Amsterdam together with the European Commission 
(August 31 – September 3, 2016)

Value Added Tax has become the most important source of tax 
revenue as well as the most fiscally relevant harmonized tax in many 
EU member states. As a consumption tax, VAT collection concerns 
businesses, making VAT compliance and VAT planning crucial issues 
for tax departments and CFOs of European companies. 

These market dynamics are increased by the complex relationship 
between EU law – in particular, the EU VAT Directive – and national 
VAT Acts and Codes. Together they make the study of VAT, not only 
one of the most challenging, but also one of the most intriguing 
fields of modern taxation.

The European Academic Network of VAT Experts (EANOVATE) will 
organize the “Summer Course Value Added Tax” for the first time 
in ICHEC. All lectures are taught in English and are based on the 
provisions and concepts of the EU VAT Directive. The international 
faculty is composed of highly renowned VAT experts who combine 
academic excellence with practical insights into the application of VAT.

The Industry Promotion Fund (Fonds de Promotion de l’Industrie, 
FPI) is a public body, created 20 years ago, and aimed at helping the 
industrial sector to develop itself within the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Based in Kinshasa, with subsidiaries in the various provinces 
of the country, the FPI has supported, up to now, more than 600 
projects.

For more than 10 years, ICHEC Formation Continue and the FPI 
have shared a close relationship. Five Management Programs have 
been organized 

The FPI is financed by the Government through a special tax on 
imported goods. It is now facing the challenge to consolidate and 
grow its financial resources in order to meet the continuously 

increasing needs of the Congolese industrial sector and therefore 
sustain its increasing competitiveness.
The FPI also faces several other major challenges, among which 
the need to gradually become financially independent of public 
subsidies. Thanks to its financial expertise, it is also likely to play a 
major role in the soon-to-come launch of the Kinshasa Stock Market. 

In order to work on these fantastic challenges, a new training 
program has been designed for 10 selected Managers from the 
FPI. This Financial Engineering Program has just been conducted, 
in April 2016, within the premises of ICHEC Brussels Management 
School in Brussels. These were three exciting and intensive weeks�! 
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« ICHEC Formation Continue » 
and the FPI from Democratic 
Republic of Congo�: 
WHEN PARTNERSHIP MEANS 
EFFECTIVENESS�!
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